Preconference Program
Society for Vocational Psychology
Back to Our Roots: Toward a Vocational Science of Empowerment
Date: Thursday March 6, 2008 from 8:30 to 5:00
Registration fees: $40.00 for professionals and $20.00 for students

The purpose of the SVP preconference workshop, entitled "Returning to our Roots: Toward a Vocational Science of Empowerment," is to examine how current theory, research, and practice in vocational psychology can serve the vocational and work lives of the under-resourced and marginalized in the United States and internationally. The first symposium will provide a scholarly analysis of prominent vocational theories and the applicability of these theories with diverse populations. Workshop participants will then have the opportunity to attend presentations related to pertinent practice and research topics, such as the development of interests, school retention, decision-making, and career process and outcome. In connection with the overall theme of an international perspective within counseling psychology, the second symposium will feature international scholars who are conducting research “in the trenches.” Scholars from China, Italy, Israel, Switzerland, and Portugal will highlight their research that speaks directly to facilitating the vocational lives of people and move the field closer to a vocational science of empowerment internationally.

